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The author with 
her host family 


flmazina adventure in Angeles 


By Zheng Youyang 


Ed’s notes: The authorfinishedfour years college majoring 
in Philippine Studies at the Peking University. She is now 
in her last year for a Masters degree in Southeast Asian 
Cultural Studies at the same university. 

Her thesis is focused on folk Catholicism and her field 
work was conducted among the common folks in Angeles 
City. She stayed with a Filipino family for a month 
to get immersed in the folk traditions in the world of 
Kapampangans. 

Learning Filipino is required for the Peking University 
Philippine Studies students. It is not easy even for local-born 
Tsinoys who speak Filipino well to stay in a Filipino home, 
especially in a home of non-Tagalogspeakers. How much 
more of a challenge it is for a foreign-born city bred student 
like Youyang to stay in a rural community. 

Tulay shares here the author's personal refection on her 
brief stay with the Kapampangan family in Angeles City. 


T his is my last year pursuing Southeast 
Asian Cultural Studeis, focusing on 
Philippine Studies, also my seventh 
year learning and using Tagalog. 

It occurred to me while considering my 
upcoming graduation thesis last summer that 
I needed to visit the Philippines by myself and 
seek something more concrete and vivid, not 
just something in books and papers. 

I contacted Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran and they 
helped me look for a place outside of Manila. 
One sunny morning in July, I arrived in 


Angeles, Pampanga. I was introduced to the happy 
and hospitable family of Sir Angelo. Upon arrival, my 
two-month field research immediately began with my 
accompanying the ladies. Sir Angelo s mother in-law and 
her friends, to their weekly senior citizens’ free movie. It 
was a quick start to this unforgettable journey. 

Returning to Beijing on a foggy day, dragging my big 
trolley case and opening the door of my dorm room, I 
suddenly recalled the very first day sitting inside Lola 
Loreng’s car, I was a little nervous and confused at the 
Kapampangan dialect. 

Then all the memories, the faces, the stories, even the 
automobile exhaust of jeepneys and the deafening sound 

ADVENTURE ^ ;2 
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Jollibee now owns Chinese noodle maker 


WHERETO 


Ronante Maratas: Sad Excuses 
Ysobel Art Gallery 
Serendra Piazza 

Me Kinley Parkway, Fort Bonifacio 
Global City,Taguig City 
^until Dec. 8 ©0928-5071117 

^marl<.sancehztiongco@gmail.com 

AGOS: Conversations in 
Waterscapes by Filipino Artists 

The Museum 

De La Salle University-Manila 
2401 Taft Avenue, Manila 
^until Dec. 9 ©526-1402 

@Art Informal 

277 Connecticut St., Greenhills East 
Mandaluyong City 

• Christina Quisumbing Ramilo: Untitled 

• Titat Naval Ledesma, Carlos 
Sevilla, lori Espiritu: Interstitium 

• Mariano Ching: Lost Highway 

•Yasmin Sison: Invisible Gardens 
:^until Dec. 17 ©725-8518 

Repertory Philippines^ A Little Princess 
Onstage Theater, Greenbelt 1 
Paseo de Roxas corner Legazpi St. 
Ayala Center, Makati City 
:^until Dec. 18 ©843-3570 

Trek Valdizno: Space Dust 
Galleria Duemila 
Loring St., Pasay City 
^until Dec. 21 ©831-9990 

^hel lo@galleriaduemila.com 

Juvenal Sanso: Two Halves of a Whole 
Lopez Museum & Library 
G/F, Benpres Bldg., Exchange Rd. cor. 
Meralco Ave., Ortigas Center 
Pasig City 

^until Dec. 23 ©631-2417 

Marco Ruben Malto II: Susmaryosep! 
Sining Kamalig Gallery | Ali Mall 
Gen. McArthur cor.Times Square Aves. 
Araneta Center, Cubao Quezon City 
^until Dec. 31 ©0909-6142235 

@Ateneo Art Gallery 

Rizal Library Special Collections Bldg. 
Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 

•Figuring Filipino Utopia 
•Los Desastres de la Democracia 
(The Disasters of Democracy) 

^until Jan. 14,2017 ©426-6488 

^aag@ateneo.edu 

In My Father’s Room 

G/F Galleries | Ayala Museum 
Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
^until Jan. 29, 2017 ©759-8288 

^hel lo@ayalamuseum.org 

Tribute to Sanso 

Juvenal Sanso Art Gallery 
371, P. Guevarra St. cor. Montessori 
Lane, Addition Hills, San Juan City 
:^until Feb. 29, 2017 
©723-9253 


Jollibee Foods Corp. recently 
acquired Happy Bee Foods Pro¬ 
cessing, a manufacturing unit in 
China that makes food products for 
Yonghe King, the company’s biggest 
business in the mainland. 

Jollibee said the transaction was 
an asset for equity swap that allowed 
it to get the remaining 30 percent 
of Happy Bee Foods Processing in 
China’s Anhui province. 

The transaction was significant 
for JFC, given both its ambitions in 
China and broader plans to expand 


its presence in Asia. 

Prior to the transaction, JFC’s 
Yonghe King business, a chain pop¬ 
ular for its noodle dishes, produced 
and sold food for other business 
institutions as well. 

With JFC now at the helm. 
Happy Bee will only produce and 
sell food products to JFC’s restau¬ 
rant businesses. 

With 316 stores as of October 
this year, Yonghe King is JFC’s 
largest business in China, and 
contributes eight percent to JFC’s 


system-wide sales across the globe. 

At present, JFC operates a total 
of 22 commissaries worldwide: 15 
in the Philippines, three in China, 
three in the United States and one 
in Vietnam. 

It is also building three addi¬ 
tional commissaries in Luzon and 
a joint venture poultry processing 
plant through a joint venture with 
Cargill. 

The company is also exploring a 
joint venture with ISE Foods Inc., 
a Japanese firm that has an egg pro¬ 


duction facility in the Philippines. 

The consolidation comes on 
the heels of an announcement 
last month that it was taking Su¬ 
perfoods Group, which owns and 
operates Highlands Coffee, Pho 24 
and certain Hard Rock Cafe out¬ 
lets, public via a listing in Vietnam 
by July 2019. 

The fast food giant’s empire 
spans the flagship Jollibee brand 
and popular chains like Chowking, 
Red Ribbon, Mang Inasal, Green¬ 
wich and Burger King. 


SM’s biggest mall in 
China opens in 
December 

SM Prime Holdings Inc. announced on Nov. 
24 the opening of its biggest mall in China. 

SM Tianjin, which offers more than 540,000 
square meters of gross leasable area, will have a 
soft opening on Dec. 17, SM Prime president 
Jeffrey Lim said. 

The mall, SM’s seventh in China, is expected 
to lease out up to 60 percent to various tenants 
by December, Lim added. 

SM has existing malls in Xiamen, Jinjiang, 
Chengdu, Suzhou, Chongqing and Zibo. 

The company earlier announced it is open to 
acquiring existing malls within Fujian province 
to boost expansion. 




Vivencio Gotamco 
(second from right) 
presents a copy of his 
book, Family Tree of Go 
Brothers, to Kaisa past 
presidents Ang Chak Chi 
and Teresita Ang See. 
With them are Isabel 
Gotamco (rightmost) 
and Evelyn Golangco 
(leftmost) who gave a 
copy of her personal 
memoirs Finding Me. 

The Sinsai Gos are 
the families of lumber 
pioneers Gocheco, 
Gotamco and Gotauco. 


The 6th Manila Humanities forum held at the Fo 
Guangshan Mabuhay Temple last Nov. 27 was 
attended by students and cultural enthusiasts 
(above). The forum featured lectures by three 
artists (right photo): China calligrapher and 
former cultural counsellor of Chinese embassy 
Yuan Weixue (second from left), painter 

Chen Muyu (third from left) and poet 

Van Ailin 11^# (right), both from Taiwan. The 
forum was moderated by Jameson Ong (left). 
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Kidnap Watch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 


Abu Sayyaf bandits are report¬ 
edly demanding P500 million in 
ransom for German hostage Juer- 
gen Kantner. 

Sub-commander Alhabsi Misaya 
made the demand through text 
messages when they released pho¬ 
tographs of Kantner as proof of life. 

Armed Forces Western Mind¬ 
anao Command spokesperson Maj. 
Filemon Tan Jr. said they have not 
received any ransom demand for 
Kantner but described the amount 
as “incredible.” 

They also said they received 
intelligence reports confirming the 
claims of Abu Sayyaf spokesman 
Muamar Askali, alias Abu Rami, 
that Kantner is with them in Sulu. 

Manhunt on 

The police has launched a man¬ 
hunt for three Chinese owners of 
a recently discovered abandoned 
clandestine shabu laboratory and 
warehouse in Apalit, Pampanga. 

Police regional director Chief 
Supt. Aaron Aquino said the re¬ 
ported owners of the warehouse are 
identified as Robert Ngan Yiu Ting, 
alias Robert Gan; Lolita Gan and 
Raymond Gan. 

The Apalit police swooped down 
on the reportedly abandoned secret 
shabu laboratory inside a private resi¬ 
dence at Sitio Santo Nino, Barangay 
San Juan on Nov. 15. 

They dismantled and seized the 
controlled precursors and essential 
chemicals used in the production 


Abus demand P 500 M for German hostage 


5 cops nabbed for alleged 
kidnapping 

Meanwhile, five policemen were 
arrested in Cagayan de Oro on 
Nov. 15 for alleged kidnapping of a 
resident last month. 

The suspects - Senior Insp. Ere- 
neo Ramirez, who served as the head 
of the city police’s Crime Against 
Person and Property Desk; and P03 
Alejandro Ubanan, SP02 Jojo Lim, 
SPO1 Alaindelon Tacubao and P02 
Sangkula Hussein, who worked 
under Ramirez - were allegedly 
behind the kidnapping of Enrique 
Fernandez III, a former overseas 
Filipino worker, last Oct. 23. 

Fernandez remains missing. 

In a press conference, the Nation¬ 
al Bureau of Investigation showed 
a closed-circuit television footage 
taken outside the establishment in 
Barangay Balulang where Fernandez 


of shabu. 

The warehouse was the fourth 
shabu laboratory in Pampanga dis¬ 
covered by operatives since July. 

On Aug. 5, a shabu lab was 
discovered in Barangay Malabanias 
in Angeles City. Another one in 
Barangay San Ildefonso in Magalang 
town was found on Sept. 7. 

On Sept. 22, the biggest clan¬ 
destine drug laboratory estimated 
to produce 100 kilograms of shabu 
per day was discovered in Barangay 
Laquios, Arayat town. 

QC raid results in P225-M 
shabu 

A drug raid on an apartment in 
Quezon City resulted in the arrest 
of four persons in a two-storey apart- 


was abducted. 

The footage revealed the victim 
was first beaten up by the law enforc¬ 
ers on the street and inside the van in 
which he was transported. 

His motorcycle was also taken. 
The alleged kidnappers were 
identified by a witness and by police 
officials who saw the CCTV footage. 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

FREED: ELMER ROMOC, 42; by Abu 

Sayyaf terrorists; in Jolo, Sulu; on 
Nov. 14. The bandits, however, are 
still holding Romoc’s 8-year-old son 
RICSON captive. Romoc, his wife 
NORA and Ricson were taken on 
Aug. 5 from the village of Kulisap in 
Payao, Zamboanga Sibugay. On Aug. 
22, the rebels freed his wife so she 
can raise money to pay the ransom. 
Authorities believed that Nora’s rela¬ 


ment, reportedly used as a shabu 
warehouse, on Banawe Street in 
Barangay Manresa. 

Police seized around 45 kilos of 
shabu, worth around P225 million. 
Arrested were the warehouse’s alleged 
caretakers: Eduardo Dario, his part¬ 
ner Rhey May Libira, Gemma Rose 
Codera and John Rey Bungcasan. 

The suspects’ boss, a Chinese 
national identified only as Charlie, 
is being hunted. 

Police also seized 27 packs of 
activated carbon, used to neutralize 
smells in clandestine laboratories; two 
weighing scales and a Mitsubishi Fu¬ 
sion (TQJ-847) during the operation. 
Makati bust yields 
PI 10-M worth of shabu 


fives paid an unspecified amount 
of ransom for her liberty and also 
raised money for Romoc and their 
son’s release. 

KIDNAPPED: Indonesian 
fishermen SAPARUDDIN KONE 
and SAWAL MARYAM; off 

Semporna, Sabah; on Nov. 18. 
Authorities said they received 
the information that five armed 
men in a speedboat intercepted a 
Malaysian-registered fishing boat 
and seized the victims. 

KIDNAPPED: Six VIETNAMESE 
CREW MEMBERS, by suspected 
Abu Sayyaf members, off Sibagu 
Island in Basilan, on Nov. 11. 
At least 10 unidentified gunmen 
intercepted and hijacked the 
Vietnamese registry cargo vessel 
M/VRoyal 16 and seized the cap- 


A sting at a mall in Guadalupe, 
Makati City yielded about 22 kilos 
of shabu, worth PI 10 million. 

Police said Ma. Rosario Echaluce, 
convicted drug lord Leo Labadero’s 
alleged girlfriend, and her nephew 
Angelo were caught after selling a 
kilo of shabu to an undercover opera¬ 
tive for PI million at ABC building 
food court. Twenty-one more kilos of 
shabu were found in a bag carried by 
the suspects. 

According to the police, the two 
suspects are reportedly members of 
a Hong Kong-based drug syndicate, 
headed by a Chinese. 

Labadero, who is serving his 
sentence at the New Bilibid Prison, 
is the local contact. 


tain, chief mate, second and third 
officers, buson or boatswain and a 
seaman. Crew member Dham Yan 
Trong, an electrician, was wounded 
during the incident but managed 
to escape. 

Arrested Chinese 
'escape' probed 

The Bureau of Immigration is 
conducting an investigation on the 
Dec. 1 escape of some of the 1,316 
Chinese workers recently arrested 
in illegal online casinos at the Clark 
Freeport in Pampanga. 

The Department of Justice has 
directed the BI to look behind 
the escape and possible liability of 
several personnel who had custody 
of the illegal workers arrested last 
Nov. 25. 

Over 70 of the Chinese detainees 
escaped by supposedly jumping 
over the wall of their temporary 
detention facility at Fontana Leisure 
Park and Casino Hotel. 

More than half of them were 
either rearrested or have returned, 
with only 26 detainees still 
unaccounted for. 

The DOJ they received 
information that some of the 
arrested Chinese offered PI00,000 
to P250,000 bribe for their release. 

The BI had initially apprehended 
1,269 Chinese nationals, but the 
number went up to 1,316 foreigners 
following the arrest of others who 
tried to escape. 

Ninety-nine of the more than 
1,300 Chinese nationals arrested 
were confirmed to have stayed 
beyond their authorized period of 
stay in the country. 


for Chinese owners of secret shabu lab 


24 HOURS NATIONWIDE SECURITY OPERATIONS 


PHILIPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES, CALL: 
415-1936*711-1680*740-3252*783-5098 
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OPINION 


Should we laugh or should we cry? 


L ike a thief in the night, the Marcos family buried the 
remains of Ferdinand E. Marcos at the Libingan ng mga 
Bayani on Nov. 18. 

We who know Marcos is no hero ranted and fumed, went 
out to the streets, and shouted ourselves hoarse. But the deed 
is done. 

I only hope and pray that the public will at least listen 
to - and learn from - the opposition to the blatant moves 
toward historical revisionism. The public indignation and 
rallies should signal not just our anger and sense of betrayal 
but also our vigilance against the spectre of a Marcos return. 
The show of force should emphasize that Filipinos will never 
again tolerate martial law and a dictator in the mold of Marcos. 

Social media has bruited about the huge payoffs to the 
justices for the Marcos burial. We have no way of verifying 
the information. But it serves to remind us that we need to 
remain vigilant against possible attempts to influence members 
of the Presidential Electoral Tribunal, which is composed of the 
Supreme Court justices, deciding the electoral protest case filed 
by Bongbong Marcos against Vice President Leni Robredo. 

Let us not just wait for the day to come when the tribunal 
reverses Robredo’s votes in favor of Marcos. We should not 
allow ourselves to be caught asking again, “What happened?” 
God forbid. 

Some sectors did not want to join the Black Friday Protest 
on Nov. 25 because it was spearheaded by the Bayan Ko 
coalition. They partly blame the Aquinos for Marcos’ burial 
at the Libingan ng mga Bayani, citing their lack of action. 

But with so much at stake at this juncture, Filipinos should 
opt to forge a united front. Regardless of political color, social 
status, race, creed or beliefs, we should learn to stand as one 
against the Marcoses. The cause that binds us, the spectre 
of a Marcos return, should be stronger than the issues that 
divide us. 

We should encourage our youth to visit the Bantayog ng 
mga Bayani and be inspired by the martyrs and heroes whose 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


A teneo de Manila University Press recently came out 
with A Visit to Manila and Its Environs, an English 
translation of a Dutch book by Jacob Adolf Bruno Wiselius 
published in 1876. 

Wiselius, a controller with the Dutch colonial 
administration in Java, visited Manila and neighboring 
Laguna province in 1875. 

He had prepared well for his visit, having read most of 
the recent books on the Philippines by Spanish, French and 
English authors. His job in the colonial administration in 
Batavia (now Jakarta) also gave him access to information 
on the way Spain was managing its colony in East Asia. 

Wiselius wanted to know what the Dutch could learn 
from Spanish practices. 

The publisher, Ateneo de Manila University Press, 
pointed out: “Accounts from non-Spanish sources that focus 
on the way the Philippines was ruled in the final decades 


names are engraved on the walls. Learn how they fought the 
forces of darkness and sacrificed their lives to gain the freedom 
Filipinos now enjoy. 

We should not allow any forces to steal that freedom from 
us. We’ve lost so much to the Marcos plunder, we should not 
lose our children’s future too. 

Dishonorable ‘lowmakers’ 

We get what we deserve! I often quip when people complain 
about our lawmakers. The House probe on Ronnie Dayan’s 
connection with the drugs trade on Nov. 24 made me change 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


my mind. No, no matter what we did, we still don’t deserve 
these “dishonorable lowmakers.” 

I never thought the Lower House could get lower, but they 
stooped lower than the basest animals crawling in the jungle 
that day. The animals in our zoos at least have some redeeming 
value: They provide some entertainment to kids. The animals 
in the Lower House made a sorry spectacle of themselves that 
was downright sickening. We don’t deserve these sick-minded, 
insecure, vulgar and sexist congressmen! 

The congressmen were supposed to probe the details of 
Dayan’s alleged meetings with suspected Eastern Visayas 
drug lord Kerwin Espinosa as well as to determine Dayan’s 
connection with the drug lords inside the New Bilibid Prison 
who testified that Dayan was the bagman for then Justice 
Secretary and now Sen. Leila de Lima. 

Instead of focusing on the issue, however, male lawmakers 
spent a good part of the hearing asking Dayan about details 
of his love affair with De Lima. 

Dayan was interpellated by Majority Leader Rodolfo 
Farinas, Deputy Speaker Fredenil Castro, and party-list 
representatives Harry Roque and Salvador Belaro Jr., among 
others. Remember their names: Farinas, Castro, Belaro, 


of the Spanish colonial era are rare, and this travelogue is a 
valuable addition to our knowledge of that period.” 

Just like most works on the twilight decades of the Spanish 
colonial era that inevitably contain references to Chinese in 
the Philippines, Wiselius’ 100-page travelogue devotes one 
section to the Chinese. 

The section “The Chinese” takes up less than two pages, 
and may not yield much new information on the Chinese in 
the Philippines that we are unfamiliar with. 

But it is a rare account from Dutch sources. Told from 
the perspective of a foreigner, especially a Dutch colonial 
administrator of Java colony in Southeast Asia that also had 
a sizable Chinese population, Wiselius’ observations on the 
Chinese in Manila and its environs are worth reading. 

They contribute to our knowledge and understanding on 
the Chinese in the Philippines. 

Below is the full text of Wiselius’ “The Chinese:” 

There are many Chinese living among the natives in Manila, 


Roque. The clowns in Congress. Most of their questions had 
little to do with aiding legislation. They were irrelevant to the 
objective of the inquiry. 

Farinas set the tone for the hearing when he asked Dayan 
to describe how strong his and De Lima’s love for each other 
was. Castro then followed it up: Was his relationship with De 
Lima “true, pure and strong {wagas, dalisay at matata^C And 
if it were, he asked, why would he betray her at the hearing? 

Following his colleagues’ sexually charged questions, 
1-Ang Edukasyon’s Belaro, asked Dayan: “When did you 
climax... the intensity of your feelings for each other?” The 
crowd roared. 

As one netizen commented: '' Nakakadiri angpagtatanong 
ahV. Congressman, you are a lawmaker, not a love problem- 
solver!” 

I wonder what right has a Rudy Farinas to slut-shame De 
Lima when he was guilty of repeatedly abusing and battering 
his wife Maria Theresa Carlson, mother of his six children. 
The abuse got so bad that Carlson was driven to commit 
suicide in 2001. 

I repeat my earlier comment that if they have a case against 
De Lima, let her be charged and tried in the court of law. 
Feasting on her personal life and love affair is immaterial to 
any aid to legislation. 

But, alas, that is the kind of lowmakers we have. Hindi lang 
nakakadiri ang mga tanong nila, nakakasukapa (The questions 
were not just filthy, they were nauseating). Not one of the 
female represtatives condemned their colleagues who made a 
mockery of their power of inquiry. Their silence is taken as tacit 
approval. No, we definitely don’t deserve them. 

I don’t know where our country is going to with President 
Rodrigo Duterte taking the lead in slut-shaming. His cohorts 
and cheering squad just followed his footsteps. 

I don’t know whether we should just laugh off or really cry 
over this national tragedy. 

But I hope all is not lost. 


but far fewer in the interior. Like their colonial masters, the 
Catholic natives view them as pariahs and heathens. 

One only has to look at the history of the Chinese in the 
Philippines and at their legal position to realize that the way 
they are treated here is much worse than in our archipelago. 

The government doesnt give them any support and in case 
of a conflict between a native and a Chinese, the native can 
he sure to he vindicated. Even the killing of a Chinese (not a 
rare event) is punished with only three years of exile, since it 
concerns a pagan. 

The real cause of the hatred toward the Chinese is their 
greater industriousness, persistence, andfrugality, which are in 
sharp contrast with the inborn apathy ofrthe natives. He can 
only quietly do his trade if he converts to Catholicism. 

Most of them in the interior have followed this route and 
marry a Christian native woman, hut they are then not allowed 
to work on Sundays and feast days, at least not in public. (In the 

GEIVIS, p. 6 


‘Een bezoek aan Manila en omstreken’ 
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Sy-Coson Management‘Man’ ofthelfear 


The Management Association of 
the Philippines has chosen Teresita 
Sy-Coson of the SM Group of 
Companies as the recipient of its 
“Management Man of the Year” 
award for 2016. 

The award is given by MAP to in¬ 
dividuals in the business community 
or government who have attained un¬ 
questioned distinction in the practice 
of management and for contributing 
to the country’s progress. 

Previous awardees include ty¬ 
coons such as Manuel Pangilinan, 
George S.K. Ty, Jaime Augusto Zo- 
bel de Ayala, Erramon Aboitiz and 
Tony Tan Caktiong, among others. 

Last year’s recipient was Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jr. 

Sy-Coson will be the second 
woman recipient of the award. 


Former Philippine Economic Zone 
Authority director general Lilia 
de Lima won the award in 2010 
together with business leader Ramon 
del Rosario Jr. 

According to MAP, Sy-Coson was 
chosen for steering the SM Group’s 
retail business to greater heights 
with her over four decades of retail 
experience. 


It also cited her valuable 
contribution in sustaining EDO’s 
position as the leading bank in the 
Philippines. 

Sy-Coson was also recognized 
for her contribution to re-shaping 
national values through her track 
record of integrity, professional 
competence and strong leadership. 

The MAP said its Management 


Man of the Year award follows a 
thorough and stringent selection 
process. 

The criteria for the award include 
integrity, leadership and manage¬ 
ment qualities, contribution to na¬ 
tion building and values formation, 
effective stewardship within the 
confines of the highest standard of 
business and management practice. 
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Pinay lion dance team wins 


The Philip¬ 
pine female lion 
dance team has 
won the 6th Annual 
MGM Lion Dance Championship 
in Macau. 

The team won in the female tradi¬ 
tional lion dance category, finishing 
first with a score of 8.90 and beating 


seven other countries from Macau, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Taiwan, Thailand, and Indonesia. 

Macau was second with a score of 
8.83, and third is Malaysia with 8.76. 

MGM and Wushu General As¬ 
sociation of Macau co-hosted the 
6th annual MGM Lion Dance 
Championship this year. 


MGM Macau title 

The competition reinvents the 
traditional lion dance into a modern 
sporting and entertainment event. 

International elite lion dance 
troupes from Macau and all over 
the world annually battle it out for 
the championship with their awe¬ 
inspiring moves and acrobatic stunts 
at Grande Pra^a. 


Pinoy students 
win math, 
science medals 

Young students from the Phil¬ 
ippines garnered 35 medals in an 
international math and science con¬ 
test in Tangerang City, Indonesia. 

They won four gold, 14 silver 
and 17 bronze medals at the 13th 
International Mathematics and Sci¬ 
ence Olympiad for Primary School 
2016 held from Nov. 9-13. 

Indonesian President JokoWido- 
do was present at the opening 
ceremony of this year’s IMSO, 
which also included contestants 
from Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
China, India, Iran, Hong Kong, Ka¬ 
zakhstan, Laos, Lebanon, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Netherlands, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, South Africa, South 
Korea, Thailand, Tajikistan, Taiwan 
and Vietnam. 
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city of Manila it is only on Sundays 
they are not allowed to work.) 

Ho we very it takes more than 
persuasion by a European missionary 
or friar to make a Chinese give up 
the belief of his ancestors. Even if he 
embraces another belief with all its 
rituals, it is merely a cover to enable 
him to do his business. 

The missionaries may claim a 
number of conversions, the truth is 
that a Chinese, despite all efforts, 
remains a Chinese whether in 
Manila or China (where in an 
emergency he allows himself to be 
baptized by a European for one 
dollar). 


Despite being married to 
native women, children of several 
generations retain the customs and 
characteristics of the father. We know 
this very wellfrom the Chinese in our 
archipelago, and those in Manila are 
no different. 

According to Caspar de St. 
Augustin in his description of the 
Philippines, the native prefers to 
receive a real from a Chinese to a 
dollar from a Spaniard. So why 
should anyone he surprised about the 
prosperity of the Chinese. 

Those who are familiar with our 
archipelago know that the native 
here thinks in the same way, but 
still feels the same contempt for the 
Chinese as his Philippine fellow 


tribesman. 

The Chinese in Manila are usually 
referred to with the derogatory 
Sangley, that is travelling merchant 
and the hatred of the Spanish and 
natives for the enterprising spirit of 
these born merchants reached such 
levels that at one time there was 
general slaughter, while on several 
other occasions they were expelled. 

A major grievance against them 
was that they sent their savings to 
China. This still happens with silver 
and as a result this metal is ofien 
very scarce. 

However, afier every banishment 
or brutalpunishment the government 
became conciliatory again because, as 
one said, the colony cannot survive 


without the Chinese. 

As other Europeans started to settle 
in Manila, the harsh treatment was 
sofiened and one tried through heavy 
taxation to curtail their influence 
and progress. 

This doesn’t scare the Chinese and 
the fact is, here as elsewhere, that 
wherever he has gained foothold, 
despite all obstacles put in his way, all 
trade and especially the retail trade 
will be captured by him, and natives 
and Europeans pushed out. 

The taxes paid by the Chinese in 
the Philippines are very considerable. 
They are targeted by the tax collector 
and much dissatisfaction is often the 
result. They are obliged to maintain 
their accounts in Spanish. 


Despite the continuous migration 
of Chinese men to Manila, there 
are very few Chinese women among 
them. This necessitates marriages 
with Chinese mestizos and native 
women. 

They live as they do on Java and 
are occupied with trading. They 
follow their ancestral customs and do 
not get involved in matters that are 
not of their concern. They commit 
very few crimes that fall under the 
penal code. 

Whenever there are in a place a 
sujflcient number of Chinese to have 
their own leader, the government can 
authorize them to elect principalia 
from among them with similar 
responsibilities to those on Java. 
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ROUND UP 


50 years of painting talented Chinese women Serbia to 



Chen's earliest version on tissue paper. 


Chen Xibang, 73, spent 50 years 
painting talented Chinese women. 

His work covers three versions of 
an artwork featuring 200 talented 
women from Chinese history. The 
total length of all the versions put 
together is around 150 meters. 


Chen became interested in figure 
painting while working as a poster 
painter in a movie theater. 

He came up with his idea for the 
piece in 1967, when he began his 
career in an art gallery. 

That winter, Chen executed 



Relevant poem written in Chinese 
calligraphy beside each woman. 


his plan. He visited museums, art 
galleries and libraries during his 
spare time. 

Using various historical docu- 


1,000 year-old vivid grassland stone men 

Eleven 1,000 year-old stone men are still standing on the Zhaosu 
Giant Grassland in Hi, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

Archaeologists believe that the stone men in Xinjiang, sculpted 
in an eye-catchingly vivid manner, originated from the shamanic 
religious tradition around 1,200 B.C., and represent hero worship 
as well as ancestor worship. 

The statues were carved out of solid rock. Some have hair 
draped below their waists. They are mostly full-body portrayals, 
with expressive heads, faces and bodies. 

Warriors, typical figures among the various stone men, have 
buckles on their belts and knives on their waists. 



Life in southwest China 3,400 years ago explored 


About 3,400 years ago, people in 
southwest China’s Yunnan province 
ate snails and lived in different houses 
in winter and summer, latest findings 
from a historical site showed. 

The nearly finished excavation 
site in Xingyi village of Yuxi City 


was discovered in July 2015 during 
construction of a primary school. 

Houses, tombs, coffins, ash pits, 
roads, ditches, pottery, stoneware 
and bronzeware were unearthed. 

Piles of snail shells were also 
found at the site. 


Zhu Zhonghua, an archaeologist 
with Yunnan cultural relics and 
archaeological research institute, 
said the snails were of two types. 

Examination of bones found at 
the site revealed them to be 3,400 
years old. 


Decipher oracle bone characters, receive an award 


ments for reference, he began 
sketching the women. 

Because of paper shortage when 
he first started, Chen drew on 
tissue paper stuck together for his 
50-meter painting. 

For the second undertaking, 
Chen added hairstyles, clothing 
and accessories, which he researched 
in historical records. Chen even 
traveled to the National Museum 
and several silk factories. 

Finally, in his third version, Chen 
brought the women to life. 

The women lived during periods 
ranging from the Qin Dynasty to 
contemporary times, and include 
ancient poets Xue Tao and Li Qing 
Zhao, as well as contemporary 
writer Qiongyao. 

Beside each painting is a 
relevant poem written in Chinese 
calligraphy. 

Chen completed all three versions 
as brush paintings. His brush skills 
have earned him some renown. 


build China 
culture center 

China’s Ministry of Culture and 
Shandong provincial government 
last October signed an agreement 
to build a Chinese culture center 
in Belgrade, Serbia. 

The center, with land area of 
6,000 square meters, will be built 
at the site of the former Chinese 
embassy which was destroyed by a 
NATO bomb in May 1999. 

The project is expected to be 
completed by June 2018 and will 
be constructed by a state-owned 
group from Shandong. 

Deputy cultural minister Ding 
Wei said the center will serve 
local people with cultural and 
artistic activities in cooperation 
with local cultural organizations 
to boost cultural exchange and 
enhance friendship between the 
two countries. 


Hybrid rice sets new world record 


Yuan Longping, renowned Chi¬ 
nese developer of hybrid rice, has 
set a new world record. 

A hybrid rice project head¬ 
ed by Yuan, launched in 2015, 
has achieved an annual yield of 
1,537.78 kilograms of rice per mu 
(about 0.07 hectares) of farmland, 
authorities announced in Xingning 
City, Guangdong province. 

The amount of the double¬ 
cropping rice is equivalent to over 
three seasons’ worth of production, 
marking a big breakthrough, said 
Luo Xiwen, an academician of the 
Chinese Academy of Engineering. 


Known as China’s “Father of 
Hybrid Rice,” Yuan began theoreti¬ 
cal research about 50 years ago and 
continued to set new records in the 
average yields of hybrid rice plots. 

China's Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture officially launched a hybrid 
rice breeding program in 1996. 
Four years later, a first-phase tar¬ 
get of 10.5 tons per hectare was 
achieved by Yuan’s research team. 
The fourth-phase target of 15.4 
tonnes per hectare was reached in 
2014. 

About 65 percent of Chinese 
depend on rice as a staple food. 


The National Museum of Chinese 
Writing based in Anyang City in 
central China’s Henan province 
launched an award program to 
encourage people worldwide to help 
decipher oracle bone inscriptions. 

According to the museum, the 
program will offer RMB100,000 
(US$ 14,700) for each unknown 
character to be deciphered. 

In 1899, oracle bones and scripts 
were discovered from the Ruins of 
Yin over 110 years ago in Anyang 
City by Beijing academic and 
antiquarian Wang Yirong, although 
farmers had been unearthing the 
artifacts for many years. 


Inscriptions on tortoise shells and 
animal bones represent the original 
characters of the Chinese written 
language and date back to the Shang 
Dynasty (1600-1046 B.C.). 

Chinese characters constitute the 
oldest continuously used writing 
system in the world. The logograms 
convey meaning and pronunciation. 

To date, archaeologists have dis¬ 
covered some 4,000 bone inscrip¬ 
tions by studying 160,000 relics, 
but only 1,600 of the characters have 
been deciphered. 

The museum announced that 
the process of deciphering the oracle 
bone inscriptions needs enthusiasm 


and innovation to help tackle the 
mysterious characters. 

Its incentive program requires 
each report submitted by award 
applicants to have recommendations 
from two academic experts before 
they hand in their entries to the 
museum’s expert panel. 

Oracle bone enthusiasts are en- 
cou-raged to use cloud computing 
and Big Data to analyze and support 
their interpretation of a particular 
character. 

Plagiarism or falsification will 
be a cause for disqualification of 
applicants from receiving the award, 
the museum warned. 



Yuan Longping (center) examines rice produce in Longtian township of 
Xingning in Guangdong province. 
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Crossing the 

Rubicon: 

Balancing Philippine 
foreign policy 


By Lucio Blanco Pitio III 


B arely six months in office, President Rodrigo Duterte has already put the Philippines in the global spotlight. 

Reactions to his leadership style have ranged from praise and fascination to criticism and suspicion. 
He captured tremendous domestic and international publicity because of his grassroots appeal, firm 
decisiveness, unconventional language and tough posturing. But beyond his strong populist rhetoric and 
tirades against the West are clear elements of a national foreign policy grounded on Philippine domestic imperatives 
and evolving regional and global architecture. 


Duterte promised to fulfill the constitutional mandate of 
pursuing an independent foreign policy and one of his statements 
captures its essence - crossing the Rubicon, an expression that 
means crossing the point of no return. What is this Rubicon? 
Why does the Philippines need to cross it? And how should the 
country navigate such crossing? 

US reliance 

Duterte believes that the country had relied too much and 
too long on the US, particularly for its external defense. In a 
unipolar world order with the US on top, such free riding on 
US security guarantee was expedient, enabling the country to 
prioritize domestic economic and social concerns at the expense 
of neglecting territorial and maritime defense in the long run. 

But in an increasingly multipolar world order with new 
emerging powers gradually chipping away, if not directly 
challenging, US supremacy, particularly in the East Asia 
region, continued over-dependence on the US can become 
counterproductive as it limits the country’s security partners. 

Such dependence can also constitute a liability in the event 
of a major power rivalry, with the Philippines perceived as too 
US-leaning. 

The South China Sea flashpoint is evolving into a contest 
between big naval powers and Duterte clearly wants to steer the 
country away from such major power competition. Such conflict 
may arise from miscalculations, given US freedom of navigation 
operations and Chinas strong opposition to military intelligence 
gathering activities of external powers in its near seas. 

Thus, intensifying US-China rivalry in SCS has the potential 
of inflicting collateral damage to the Philippines should hostilities 


break out between the two powers. The presence of US bases and 
troops in the country made it a legitimate target for Japanese attacks 
during World War II, making the country one of the most seriously 
devastated in the Far East. 

Crossing the Rubicon means weaning away from excessive security 
reliance on the US, a move seen by the President as necessary to reflect 
the changing times. For Duterte, it is not wise for the country to put 
all its eggs in one basket. External defense cannot be outsourced, even 
to a longstanding ally. 


President Rodrigo Duterte with Chinese President Xi Jinping (main photo), 
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak (inset); and (clockwise from top) 
Indonesian President Joko Widodo, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
US President Barack Obama and US President-elect Donald Trump. 


US security commitment to the West Philippine Sea remains 
ambiguous and its arms transfers to its Mutual Defense Treaty 
ally remain miniscule, considering the Philippines’ security 
challenges. 

Recent renewed tensions over SCS should not hijack long¬ 
term development of homegrown capability to defend the 
country’s territory, sovereignty and sovereign rights. 

Moreover, there are many ways of securing such national 
interests, even for militarily-disadvantaged states to which he 
seems open to exploring. 

Regional dynamics 

Although Duterte is clearly an outsider in Philippine 
national-level politics and has no foreign policy background, 
his actions suggest a fair understanding of evolving regional 
dynamics. If crossing the Rubicon means reducing dependence 
on the US, especially for external security, many of the country’s 
neighbors in Southeast Asia have already crossed it. 

Diversifying arms suppliers, collaborating with other 
countries to produce arms at home and expanding military 
linkages with multiple security partners are among the key steps 
they have taken to enhance their respective national security in 
an increasingly multipolar world order. 

Indonesia has been conducting joint naval exercises with 
Australia, China, India and the US and is similarly hosting a 
multilateral naval exercise (Komodo); Malaysia with China, 
India, Japan, US and Australia; Vietnam with France, Japan 
and the US. 

Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand had procured Chinese 
and Russian arms and Vietnam had long been buying Russian 
arms (and now can buy US arms as well). 

Thailand is buying three Chinese submarines and Malaysia 
is about to purchase Chinese littoral mission ships. 

Russia, another country that President Duterte wants to 
establish strong relations with, had transferred amphibious tanks 
and supersonic missiles to Indonesia, and Jakarta also expressed 
interest to acquire Russian Kilo-class submarines. 

Duterte’s announcement that he may procure Chinese (or 
even Russian) arms should therefore come as no surprise - many 
regional states have Chinese and Russian assets, along with 
Western-made weapons, in their respective arsenals. 

Similarly, considering joint maritime exercises with China also 
jives with increasing regional practice. To date, the Philippines 
has been conducting such exercises with US, Australia and Japan, 
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but not with China. The US also remains the 
country’s top arms supplier. 

However, in crossing the Rubicon, Duterte 
must proceed with caution - he must feel the 
stones. Domestic public sentiment, economic 
demands and priorities and international 
reaction, notably by East Asian neighbors, 
will be key considerations for him. 

Filipinos applauded his visits to key 
economic partners China and Japan and look 
forward to having the multibillion-dollar 
investments and credit facilities translated 
on the ground. 

China is an emerging outbound investor 
with demonstrated financial, technological 
and engineering capacity to accomplish major 
infrastructure projects, such as railways, 
which can have a transformative impact on 
Philippine economic development. 

Chinas entry into the global infrastructure 
market compelled traditional players like 
Japan to rewrite part of their financing 
conditions to keep up with China’s more 
competitive flexible lending terms. 

China is already building Southeast Asia’s 
first high-speed train in Indonesia (Jakarta- 
Bandung railway), constructing a port and 
industrial park in Malaysia (Kuantan), is 
favored to win the contract for the Kuala 
Lumpur-Singapore railway, and is building a 
network of railways that would link Kunming 
and Singapore. 

Managing disputes 

Disputes over the WPS had dominated 
Philippines-China relations during the 
previous Aquino administration and Duterte 
seems disinclined to continue this policy. 

If disputes are well-managed, the 
Philippines can focus on its domestic 
priorities while contributing to easing 
regional tensions. However, this should not 
be interpreted as a lack of interest in pursuing 
national interests in WPS. 

Visits to fellow ASEAN states with which 
China also has disputes over SCS - namely 
Vietnam, Indonesia, Brunei and Malaysia, 
his visit to Japan, where China also has some 


disputes with in the East China Sea - and the 
fact that “South China Sea” appeared eight 
times and “disputes” four times in the Joint 
Philippines-China Statement after his China 
visit indicates the high importance set by the 
President on this issue. 

Although Duterte’s trip to China was 
largely economically-motivated, he also 
promised that Filipino fishermen will be able 
to resume fishing in Bajo de Masinloc - a 
promise he delivered. 

Duterte seems aware of the pressing 
livelihood needs of small-scale fishermen 
affected by the disputes and wants to bring 
them immediate relief while the larger 
politico-security aspects of the disputes are 
being discussed. This pragmatic approach was 


warmly received. 

Duterte also seems to realize that ASEAN 
remains divided on SCS and that individual 
ASEAN claimant-states had, in fact, been 
pursuing quiet diplomacy with China, while 
supporting multilateral forums for managing 
the dispute. In this sense, it can be said that 
he is feeling the stones. 

Duterte’s presidency is one of a continuing 
trend to carve an autonomous space from 
major power rivalry, manage disputes that 
appear difficult to resolve and benefit from 
economic engagement with China. 

Former president Ramos was able to 
defuse the tensions arising from the 1995 
Mischief Reef incident. Former president 
Arroyo engaged China for infrastructure 


deals (e.g. NorthRail, NBN) and also entered 
into a joint marine seismic undertaking with 
China and Vietnam in 2005, although most 
of these deals were discontinued as they were 
portrayed as disadvantageous to national 
interests. 

Duterte brought home $24 billion in 
pledges for investments and credit facilities 
from his China state visit. This includes 
funding for infrastructure projects. 

The Arroyo experience may have left 
a deep imprint on Duterte and this was 
reflected in item 24 of the Philippines-China 
Joint Statement post-visit: “...Both sides 
agree that infrastructure cooperation which 
are jointly undertaken will be subject to 
proper procurement process, transparency 
and in compliance with relevant domestic 
laws and regulations and international 
practices.” 

His tough talk against corruption and 
anomalies in state transactions will be put to 
the test in the flurry of deals about to take 
place. 

As for joint development in WPS, he seems 
uninclined to pursue the same, saying that he 
would need the consent of Congress and the 
Filipino people. This demonstrates his respect 
for the executive-legislative separation and 
interdependence of powers and approval of 
his constituency. 

Challenges 

In sum, Duterte realizes that he needs to 
lead his country to cross the Rubicon - almost 
every other Southeast Asian state had already 
crossed it. Regional states had long been 
diversifying both their economic and security 
partners to spread risk and to avoid getting 
entangled in big power tussles. 

Moreover, the Philippines has been 
increasing its trade with neighboring East 
Asian states, while territorial and maritime 
disputes continue to pose a challenge to these 
burgeoning economic relations. 

Transnational security challenges such as 
drug trafficking, smuggling, piracy and cross- 
border crimes also create natural spaces for 
cooperation with neighboring coastal states. 
This would explain the greater emphasis 
he accords to the country’s immediate 
neighborhood. 

However, crossing the Rubicon must 
be done with caution and moderation. 
Uncertainties and ambiguities may be 
necessary for freedom of action and ma¬ 
neuverability, but free-falling to one side 
should be avoided. 

The author is a lecturer at the Chinese 
Studies Program, Ateneo de Manila University. 
This is a revised and condensed version. For 
the original article, please refer to: httpiH 
WWW. chinausfocus. comiforeign-policy!crossing- 
the-rubicon-by-feeling-the-stones-calculated- 
balancing-between-major-powers ® 
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When to use hot and cold treatments 



I ’m sure you’ve heard of the use of hot or 
cold compress to soothe common aches and 
pains. But the tricky part is knowing when to 
use hot or cold, and what medical conditions 

can be helped by this valuable treatment. 

Below is a concise summary on 
what to do. 

Hot compress preparations 

You can make your own hot 
compress by buying a rubber water bag (around PI00 only) 
and filling it with warm water. 

Do not use boiling water as this can melt through the 
rubber bag. Let the kettle cool for 10 minutes. 

A second option is to soak a towel in hot water, then 
rinse it a bit. 

Another option is to buy a ready-made “plastic” 
preparation (available in drugstores) that you can soak in 
hot (or cold) water for some time. Afterwards, the bag will 
stay hot (or cold) for an hour or so. 


A cheaper but more dangerous option is fill a bottle with 
hot water and then wrap this up with a towel. The problem 
with this method is that the bottle can become very hot and 
burn the skin. 

When to use hot compress 

1. Boil (pigsa in Filipino) is a reddish painful skin infection 
that contains pus inside. Placing a warm compress over the 
boil can hasten the softening and bursting of the boil. 

You can soak a cotton ball in hot water and place it over 
the boil for 15 minutes, three times a day. Next, soak the 
boil in Povidone iodine for around five to 10 minutes to kill 
the bacteria inside. 

2. Sty is a pimple-like eruption located in the eyelids. 
This frequently occurs in women and is caused by too much 
eyelash curling or make-up. 

Soak a cotton bud or cotton ball in warm water, and then 
place it over the sty for 10 minutes, two times a day. 

3. Arthritis and long-standing joint aches and pains. 
Apply warm compress over the painful area to relieve the 
pain and loosen the stiffened joint. 

This usually works well in cases of osteoarthritis, a type 
of arthritis caused by aging and overuse of the joint. 

Since osteoarthritis pain usually worsens during the cold 
months, you can wear pajama, long sleeves, gloves or socks 
to cover up the affected part. 


4. Muscle pain. When our muscles stiffen up due 
to overexertion, a warm compress can help loosen 
up stiff muscles. 

A hot shower also soothes and relaxes the muscles. 

Try it for back pain and body pains, too. 

5 . Two days after a sprain. A sprain, such as an 
ankle sprain, is treated with 
a cold compress in the first 
two days. 

After the swelling subsides, 
you can use a warm compress to stimulate blood flow 
in the area by the third day. 

In this manner, the warm compress facilitates 
the removal of blood and debris in the injured 
area. 

6. Stomach pain. For those with stomach pain due 
to colic, gas or diarrhea, you can lessen the pain by 
placing a warm compress on the stomach area. The 
warm compress relaxes irritable and hyperactive bowels. 
Drinking warm water and chamomile tea also relaxes the 

stomach muscles. 

7. Hemorrhoids. The usual home remedy for 
hemorrhoids is a hot-sitz bath. The person sits on a 
container filled with warm water, and this helps reduce 
the swollen blood vessels of the hemorrhoids. 

You can buy a hot-sitz bath container in any 
drugstore. (This container is conveniently hooked 
inside the toilet bowl for you to sit over it.) 

Cold compress preparations 
To prepare a cold compress, simply get some ice and 
place it in a plastic bag or a water bag. You can also 
soak a towel in ice-cold water. 

Moreover, there are ready-made plastic preparations 
that you can cool inside the refrigerator. 

If you want a cheaper option, get some smooth 
stones and cool it in the refrigerator. 

When to use cold compress 

1. Generally used for acute conditions. 

If a part of your body feels hot, such as 
the knees after a long walk, then a cold 
compress can help ease the inflammation. 

A headache or a fever can also be treated 
by a cool towel on the forehead. 

2. Any insect bites. The first aid for 
insect bites is to immediately put ice on 
the area. This will help reduce the swelling 
and lessen the itchiness. 

3. Right after getting a sprain, swelling 
or bruising. If you’ve had an injury that 
caused some bruising or bleeding, you 
should ice the area immediately. 

Anything cold will stop the bleeding 
and hasten blood clotting. Continue 
placing a cold compress on the area for 
the first two days. 

By the third day, you can slowly shift 
to a warm compress, this time, to increase 
blood flow in the area. 

4. Any bleeding wound, including 
gum and nose bleeding. Use a cold 


compress to help stop the bleeding. You may also apply 
gentle pressure on the area (for 10 to 15 minutes) until the 
bleeding stops. 

If you have nosebleed, press over the bridge of the nose 
and apply cold compress on the area. 

5 . For eye bags. As a beauty regimen, put ice (or a cold 
cucumber) underneath the eyes to reduce morning eye bags. 
You can wash your face with cold water, too. 

A few precautions 

For those people with diabetes, stroke and numbness, 
be careful in using hot and cold treatments. If you have 
a problem with detecting pain (due to nerve injury, for 
example), then you can accidentally burn yourself without 
knowing it. 

The elderly should likewise exercise caution in using 
this treatment. 

Finally, learn to make use of this simple and effective home 
remedy. For more serious cases, consult your doctor. ^ 

Images from www.wikihow.com. 
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the importance of these words in explaining people’s behavior. 

I was feeling confident and relaxed before packing and 
leaving, when I abruptly discovered that I was confused about 
these words and could not clarify the concepts clearly. Thus, 
I seized every last chance to ask people about these concepts. 

What a challenging adventure it turned out to be! Besides 
gaining objective understanding of the local society, I now 
also realize the danger of just reading inside a room, allowing 
one’s self to be bound by subjective and sometimes erroneous 
conceptions about the world. 

But compared with knowing about the world, knowing 
about yourself is an even tougher puzzle. Fortunately, during 
my field research, I was able to face myself and reflect about 
past and present. 

When I asked people questions, they also asked me 
questions back. Why do you learn Tagalog? What are you 
going to do here? Who pays for your trip? What is your 
religion? How long have you been here? 

They are curious about me, a Chinese who speaks Tagalog. 
I quickly identified myself not as an external researcher but 
as an ordinary new acquaintance to the local people. 

I honestly thought over those questions, especially the first 
two, which have been raised countless times. 

Six years ago, during college entrance exams, Tagalog was 
the only major available for my score to be admitted by Peking 
University. Six years later, I am still in Philippine Studies and 
have visited this country twice. Am I doing all this only to 
finish my thesis and accomplish degrees? Perhaps, but that 
is only part of the answer. 

I not only gained language skill and a degree, I also 
experienced firsthand the culture, what it means and 
represents, instead of merely knowing the country on a map 
or news title. 

One day while riding a jeepney, a friend of Atse Meding 
asked: “You came here from Beijing by yourself? Malakas 
ang loobr 

I regarded her judgment seriously and felt a little moved. 
The more I learned, the more I try, the further I go. 
Everything is contributing towards a better me. Three years 
ago, I was just a cowardly girl who dared not take the jeepney 
in Manila by herself 

I particularly owe great gratitude to my host family, 
the Ortegas, in opening up their farm home to me. They 
generously offered food and accommodation, and helped me 
deal with every trivial problem. I will never forget beautiful 
and intelligent Abby in her school uniform, the vivacious 
boys playing and laughing in the heavy rain, and little Shyra 
calling me Ate Yang. 

The kindness and happiness of warm-hearted people I met 
in the Philippines will be life-long treasures for me. ^ 


The author attends meeting with COMI organization (left) and senior citizen 
friends (tight). 


of tropical rain, flooded back. 

My research interest has 
always been folk Catholicism in 
the Philippines. So I went many 
times to the Holy Rosary Church 
and Apung Mamacalulu Shrine, 
which are the most frequently 
visited local churches in Angeles. 

I joined in their mass, queued 
with Atse Meding to touch the 
lying Apo, visited the palengke 
and mall listening to people’s 
explanations and understanding 
of their beliefs and practices, reading stories and history of the 
two local Apo sculptures. 

I also got to know about other religions, which enriched 
my view of the Filipinos’ religious life. Then it occurred to 
me how religions play a fundamental role in organizing those 
small or big events in people’s lives, offering opportunities 
for social activities of young and old, responding to different 


wishes, sanctifying one’s birth, marriage and death, creating 
occasions for happy feasts and family reunions. 

It will be appropriate to apply sociology of religion for me, 
an atheist foreign researcher, to develop analyses in my thesis 
using those materials I collected first hand. 

Looking back at the time spent in Angeles, I sum it up as 
an amazing adventure - both about knowing the world and 
knowing myself. 

Before setting out to the field, I had 
formed some preconceptions. Every time I 
ask people questions, I first imagined what 
their answers might be. But my research 
actually turned out to be a process of 
eradicating prejudice and preconception 
as well as exploring the unknown. 

For example, based on what I had read, I 
was prepared to observe the religious rituals 
which could represent the combination 
of Catholic and local elements. However, 
I found that it is not through the rites 
that one perceives the characteristics 
of Philippine Catholicism; rather, it is 
through the way people organize and 
participate in daily religious life. 

I used to regard traditions like 
magdarame as ancient practice, found only 
in books, but then I unexpectedly found 
out the museum staff annually practice it. 
Here, it is an ordinary custom, which was 
influenced by Augustinians long ago. 

I have always heard people talking about 
panata and debosyon, but it was not until 
the last few days of my stay that I realized 
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tlardlg worth jMiting but a pitg to throw awag 


I n 219, Liu Bei defeated and 
killed Xiahou Yuan, a Wei 
general guarding Hanzhong, 
and seized the city. 

Knowing the strategic 
importance of Hanzhong, Cao Cao, 
the commander of the Wei troops, 
came to take back the city. But he 
could not succeed as Liu Bei’s troops 
were tenaciously entrenched against 
the onslaught. The two parties were 
locked in a stalemate for several 
months. 

Wei’s troops were dog-tired 
and faced logistic problems. Cao 
Cao was worried. He wanted to 
withdraw, but was afraid of losing 
face. He was in a dilemma. 

One night, when Cao Cao was 
pondering hard on the military 
situation in his camp, an attendant 
brought in a bowl of chicken broth 
for a night snack. While he was 


sipping the broth 
and chewing on the 
chicken rib, some¬ 
thing suddenly 
dawned on him. 

At that time, 
the official on 
duty, Xiahou Dun, 
came into the 
camp asking for 
the password for 
the night. Cao Cao 
answered at random: “chicken rib.” 

When the password was 
circulated around, all the officers 
and rank-and-file felt that this 
password was very funny, but no 
one was aware of the significance 
of the word. 

Only the secretary-general Yang 
Xiu knew Cao Cao’s intention after 
pondering over the password for a 
while. He told his assistant: “We 



are soon pulling back to the capital. 
You’d better hurry up with your 
packing.” 

Knowing Yang Xiu was sharp- 
witted and resourceful, all the 
officers came over for his advice. 

Yang Xiu said: “A chicken rib is 
like something you cannot bear to 
throw away, but it’s also hardly worth 
eating since it doesn’t contain much 


Constant dripping wears away the stone 


Meaning that even an infinitesimal 
force can accomplish a seemingly 
impossible feat with persistence. 

Z hang Guaiya was the mag¬ 
istrate of Chongyang. One 
day, while making the 
rounds inspecting the government 
building, he saw a junior keeper 
slipping out of the coffers building 
in a hurry with a copper coin hidden 
under his turban. 

Having been questioned, the 
keeper, who could not get away 
with a vague answer, admitted 


that he had stolen the coin from 
the coffers. 

Zhang Guaiya had the keeper 
taken to the courtroom and beaten. 
The keeper cried out, “What does a 
copper coin amount to? Now you’re 
beating me. I would like to see you 
kill me for it.” 

Angered by his defiance, Zhang 
Guaiya promptly picked up a red- 
inked writing brush and wrote: “A 
copper a day makes a thousand 
coppers in a thousand days. A hemp 
rope can saw up wood and drips of 


water can penetrate a rock.” 

Throwing down the writing 
brush, he drew his sword and 
killed the keeper with his own 
hand. 

Forest of Cranes and Dews of Jade, 
a collection of reading notes with 
many quotations from Taoists of the 
Southern Song Dynasty and literary 
reviews by Luo 
Dajing (around 
1224) of the 
Southern Song 
Dynasty. 


meat. It is an apt metaphor for the 
military situation in Hanzhong. We 
don’t like the idea of abandoning 
Hanzhong, but we can’t get it back 
either. Considering the losses and 
benefits, the best way is to abandon 
the city. So I know our commander 
is thinking of retreating.” 

Sure enough, the next day, Cao 

It ^ t # * ^ t it a 

a-o it ^a 

-to it 
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Cao issued the order to pack up and 
withdraw from Hanzhong. 

The proverb “hardly worth 
eating but not bad enough to throw 
away” is derived from the above- 
mentioned story, meaning that it 
is a pity if one throws something 
away, yet it serves no purpose to 
hold on to it either. 
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When words fail, use idioms... 


By Eleanor Tan 
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Hokkien style (33) 

Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolveiJ, taking 
on a life of its own. Sometimes woriJs simply fail us. With some 
creativity, Tsinoys have strung together woriJs to form colorful 
phrases that simply hit the bulTs eye. Here are some expressions 
unique to Hokkien as favoreiJ by Tsinoys. 




long ah eu^ ko ko 

smasheiJ to 
smithereens 

totally (destroye(d 


bo tsim bo tsian 

no deep no 
shallow 

not consi(dering how serious 
the situation is 


am tsam si kui 

(Jirty (Jea(J bo(Jy 

extremely (dirty 


bo tong bo tsing 

no action no 
sound 

not taking any action 

A AMO. 

t'L tsa kao tu-e 

(difference 
between sky 
and earth 

immense (difference 
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Relative Finder By Eduardo Chan de la Cruz Jr. 


Saga Part 3: 
Pursuing Pedro 

Ed^s Note: This is the third installment of Relative Finder's ''Saga afier the 
storm, ''July 5 ' 18 , 2016 issue. 

A fter my failed guidance of Aunty Marites (Reales) on her travel 
arrangements, I needed to find a way to help her meet her long 
lost uncle in China. 

. In December 2014, I got engaged to my girlfriend Sierra Ty 
^4^). Our families’ connection to Fujian province is an important aspect 
in our love story. 

We decided to have our prenuptial photos taken in one of the most 
picturesque places in Fujian: Gulangyu Island in Xiamen City. 

We left for Fujian in late evening of Jan. 30, 2014, approximately a month 
prior to the Chinese New Year. 

It was also an opportunity to personally invite our mainland Chinese 
relatives. After the prenuptial photos, we headed to Quanzhou City to meet 
relatives from both sides of our families. 

Arriving in my ancestral village in Eni old 

names T or T I attempted to get in touch with Chan Bon Kheng 
since he is in the same village, and inform him that Aunty Marites is arriving 
in a month’s time and asked their help in ensuring her safe arrival. 



I gave the number of Chan Kian Huat 
Chan Bon Kheng’s grandson, 
to my cousin Chan Na Na (She 
called and confirmed Chan Bon Kheng 
lives just a few blocks away from my uncle 
Chan Huan Chiong (W Since Chan 
Bon Kheng is very frail, his son Chan Tong 
Yang came to my uncle’s house 

instead. 

Chan Tong Yang wrote a list of their 
ancestors from Eni who went to the 
Philippines. Below their names were the 
names of some of their children. 

Here, I received a big surprise: Chan 
Bon Kheng is a son of one of the elder 
brothers. Those in Pagsanghan are in fact 
the descendants of the second youngest 
brother. Chan Bon Kheng is not a brother 
of the Pagsanghan Chan siblings; he is their 
first cousin. 

Ed Lim and I have reconnected the 
wrong siblings! I thought of all the trouble 
we went through and inconveniencing a 
lot of people in the process. Aunty Marites 
has spent all this effort and money to meet 



her long lost uncle, only to discover that 
this is not the person her family had been 
longing to find. 

I have some explaining to do once I go 
back to the Philippines. I consoled myself 
that at least Aunty Marites will still meet a 


long lost kin, albeit a distant uncle. 

Our visit to China was very brief, only 
three days. We hurried to deliver more 
wedding invitations. Sierra and I checked 
out of the hotel early to save time before 
our flight that evening. 


Photo of Pedro Alosos 
(Chan Eng Hua#^ 
taken as an ID for 
his travel documents to 
China. 


Pedro Alosos, his 
niece-in-law Eng Min 
Kui and the author’s 
cousin Chan Kian Siat 
(# Ati) exchanging 
stories and contact 
information. 
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A young lady with an elderly man was standing outside 
our hotel room. I thought, we have not yet left the room and 
someone is ready to check in. As we walked to the elevators, 
the young lady and the elderly man ran after us. I looked 
backed and asked why they are following us. 

The lady spoke good English: she asked if I am Chan Hong 
Tat (W She introduced herself as Eng Min Kui 

^), a primary school teacher and she is acting as a translator 
for the old man, whom she introduced as her uncle-in-law, 
Chan Eng Hua. 

My jaw literally dropped. I thought I’d never ever find the 
real Pedro Chan. Yet here he is now in front me. 

He looked frail with age, but he looked extremely happy 
to see me and it seemed he can spend the whole day talking 
about his life’s story. I felt an immediate affinity to him, like 
the grandfather I never knew. As Pedro is from the same 
generation as my grandfather I showed filial respect by giving 
him a ''mano pol' 

Pedro still lives in Eni village. He had overheard from 
Chan Bon Kheng of our arrival and through my uncle in 
Eni, he may have gotten information on where we were 
staying. 

As we were running out of time, we collected as much 
contact information of each other as possible. I thought it was 



fortunate Sierra and I came in 
advance of Aunty Marites and 
Mike as Pedro committed the 
help of all his family to ensure 
the successful and safe arrival of 
Marites and Mike. He seemed 
very excited. 

Before parting ways at the 
hotel lobby, we had our picture 
taken together to show their 
family in the Philippines. 

Binding Pedro raised more 
questions: we learned that 
Pedro’s brother took the 
Chinese name Chan Eng Suan 

Where is Terio? And what 
about Chan Bon Kheng? 

Although the family in 
Pagsanghan are his relatives, 
they are not his immediate family and siblings. Where then 
are Chan Bon Kheng siblings? 

We still have more mysteries to solve. The saga 
continues. ^ 


Pedro Alosos flanked by his 
niece-in-law, Eng Min Kui, and 
the author outside Quanzhou 
City Hotel. 
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For book orders, please call Kalsa office at 526-6796 or 527-6085; 
or email lnfo@kalsa.org.ph. 














































































